London Low Emission Zone

Consultation Response on behalf of Brimsdown Businesses

On behalf of the Mayor, Transport for London (TfL) is consulting on draft revisions to the Mayor’s Transport and Air Quality Strategies. The draft revisions take forward the proposed London Low Emission Zone (LEZ).

At the Brimsdown Freight Quality Partnership (BFQP) meeting on the 8th February 2006 Brian Pay from TfL made a presentation on the LEZ proposal. We agreed at the meeting that we would respond to this consultation process on behalf of Brimsdown Businesses. To facilitate the consultation process it is necessary to understand the LEZ proposal and then consider how this will impact your business and employees.

The London Freight Summit 2006 organised by the Freight Transport Association (FTA) in partnership with TfL was held on the 7th March 2006. Malcolm Murray-Clark, Director of Congestion Charging at TfL made a presentation on the proposed LEZ. It stimulated much discussion and concern about the substantial cost of premature vehicle replacement and reliability of new vehicle technology to meet the LEZ emission standards. The cost implications of writing down substantial vehicle assets and replacement to continue operating in London could in extreme circumstances put an organisation out of business. The FTA has therefore stated that it will oppose the LEZ as it is proposed because they view it as unreasonable. Richard Turner the Chief Executive of the FTA stated that we should “plan not ban” to achieve the Air Quality Standards. It is important that you consider the implications of the proposed LEZ for your own organisation and respond to the consultation process.

Now is the time to respond and make your businesses views known.

Summary of proposal

1. London Low Emission Zone(LEZ)
The TfL LEZ Team delivered a comprehensive review of the proposals. Key points are as follows.

1-1 Background

The Mayor for London has a statutory duty to take steps towards achieving National Air Quality Objectives and EU Limit Values. In 2003 a Feasibility Study suggested that a LEZ covering Greater London would be the most effective option for moving London closer to the objectives. The 2004 Mayor’s re-election manifesto contained a proposal for a London LEZ. In February 2005 TfL strategic review re-examined the Feasibility Study and concluded no alternatives to LEZ covering all of Greater London were acceptable. In October 2005 TfL consulted with the London Assembly, GLA Functional Bodies, the Sustainable Development Commission and the London Health Commission. The results reported to the Mayor in January 2006 and additional information included in the proposals.

1-2 Alternatives
TfL has reviewed alternative approaches that include higher Vehicle Excise Duty, National road-user charging for higher polluting vehicles, Grants for retro-fitting emissions reducing equipment, scrapping of older vehicles and roadside testing of vehicles. These schemes would either be reliant on central Government support for which there is currently no commitment or grants and they may fall foul of EU law.

1-3 Proposals
-Geographic coverage is the whole of Greater London.

-Time of operation is 24 hours a day, 7 days a week.

-Implementation mechanism is proposed through a Scheme Order that would allow non-compliant vehicles to enter the zone without further penalty if they pay a charge. This is seen as a faster and simpler route than other options.

-Standards of Euro lll for PM10 from 2008 and tightened to Euro lV from 2010 thereby allowing retrofit abatement solutions. Applies to HGVs greater than 7.5 tonnes and buses from early 2008 and HGVs less than 7.5 tonnes and coaches from mid 2008.

-Charging to provide an economic incentive to comply with LEZ emission standard. Emphasis on compliance rather than paying a charge therefore non-compliance charges may be in the region of £100 to £200 per day.

-Enforcement by cameras and number plate recognition. Penalty £500 to £1000.

-Life of scheme is envisaged from February 2008 as the earliest start date to 2015.

1-4 Benefits
-Reductions in concentrations of PM10 and NOx would generate a range of health and non-health benefits such as reductions in premature deaths, hospital admissions, restricted activity days and building soiling. The health benefits have been estimated in financial terms between £130M and £180M or £190M and £260M depending on method of calculation Defra or CAFE methodology respectively. If Light Goods Vehicles (LGV) were to be included from 2010.including a NOx standard then the financial health benefits would increase by between £20M and £50M.

1-5 Consultation
Key issues to be considered.

1. Should a LEZ as envisaged be introduced?

2. Should Light Goods Vehicles be included from 2010?

3. Should a NOx standard be included from 2010?

The proposals can be seen on the website www.tfl.gov.uk/tfl/low-emision-zone/ and consultation responses can be made at www.tfl.gov.uk/tfl/low-emision-zone/business-questionnaire.asp Also consultation responses can be e-mailed to lez@tfl.gov.uk 

Brimsdown specific responses in section 3. page four below please. 

2.
Future Conditions without the LEZ

(Extracts from Environmental Report Non-technical Summary - Environmental assessment)

2-1 Effect on Air Quality

-Concentrations of small particles would decrease significantly by 2010. However they would remain high alongside busy roads and at background locations in Central London. 

-Concentrations of nitrogen dioxide in London would decrease between 2008 and 2010 even if the LEZ were not implemented. This is because modern vehicles emit fewer pollutants than older vehicles.

2-2 Human health

-Health statistics are likely to improve in the absence of the LEZ, as demonstrated by the historic and ongoing trend of increasing life expectancy across London. Admissions to hospital for respiratory conditions have declined in recent years, by around 4% between 1997/8 and 2000/1(roughly 1% per year). This trend also seems likely to continue.

-Some especially vulnerable people with serious pre-existing cardio-respiratory disease are at risk from occasional incidents of unusually poor air quality. This may hasten the terminal effects of the disease by some days or weeks. Research carried out on behalf of TfL suggests that in 2008 some 230 Londoners will die early as a result of such short term pollution impacts from traffic related sources. This figure is expected to fall to some 220 people in 2010.

-Exposure to small particles over the long-term, perhaps much of a lifetime, can also have adverse health effects and cause people to die early. Premature deaths from long-term exposure to small particles from traffic sources are expected to account for 2000 premature deaths in London during 2008 and a further 1900 deaths in 2010.

2-3 Biodiversity

-In the absence of the LEZ concentrations of small particles and oxides of nitrogen will continue to decline. This is likely to be of benefit to habitats currently adversely affected by poor air quality, in particular for those habitats affected by excess nitrogen.

2-4 Climate

-Carbon emissions from traffic sources have continued to rise year-on-year in the UK as a whole. This trend seems set to continue in the foreseeable future unless offset by increases in fuel efficiency or other government intervention.

-Emissions modelling undertaken by King’s College Environmental Research Group suggests that there would be a similar increase in emissions in London until 2013-2015, followed by a slight decline, probably as a result of the increasing fuel efficiency of vehicles. If vehicles consume less fuel there would be a corresponding decline in greenhouse gas emissions. The predicted annual figure for 2015 is some 12,068,000 tonnes carbon dioxide equivalent.

2-5 Material assets

-It is unclear how the interaction of various pollutants would impact material assets in the absence of the LEZ. However the expected decline in traffic-sourced emissions of small particles and nitrogen oxides in London suggests that impacts from soiling and corrosion would decline.

2-6 Cultural heritage

-The main impact is the soiling of sensitive receptors such as important listed buildings, which then require cleaning with the risk of damage to irreplaceable architectural detail. Both this effect and direct impacts from acid corrosion are likely to decline as London’s air quality improves.

2-7 Landscape/townscape

-Without the LEZ, there would be no impact on townscape or landscape.

3.


BFQP Consultation Feedback Sheet

Name:


Organisation:

Tel.

Key issues for consideration by Brimsdown businesses are:

	Consideration


	Response

	1.Proximity of the M25 that is not affected by the London LEZ.


	

	2.Implications for suppliers that have to enter the LEZ.


	

	3.Costs that will be incurred to comply with LEZ Standards and   especially the overall impact on SME’s were vehicle replacement is a major expense.
	No. of vehicles in fleet?

Cost of premature replacement?

	4.Implications for employment in the Borough of Enfield.


	

	5.Other considerations and comments.


	


Please respond to the TfL website above but also send your views on the Brimsdown specific issues back to Brian Marheineke Secretary of the BFQP by email to b.marheineke@ntlworld.com or Tel. 01923 229653
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