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Background

The BFQP is a public private partnership based in the London Borough of Enfield. It was formed in 2002 and has published Vision, Aims and Objectives.

BFQP’s vision is to encourage best practice in environmentally sensitive, economic, safe and efficient freight transport in the Brimsdown Business Area. BFQP provides a forum for industry, local and regional government, and other interested agencies to work together to realise this vision. 

The partnership meets four times per year and the notes of these meetings are published on the website www.bfqp.org  At the meeting of the partnership in February 2006 a member of the Low Emission Zone Team (Bryan Pay) made a presentation on the LEZ proposal. The BFQP undertook to consult its members and formulate its collective view. However this was not going to be available until after the meeting in May 2006. It was agreed with Bryan Pay that the BFQP’s submission would be accepted although it would be received after the consultation closing date of the 24th April 2006.

BFQP - LEZ Consultation Process

8th February 2006 – Presentation by Low Emission Zone Team (Bryan Pay).

February/March 2006 – BFQP Consultation Document prepared.

March 2006 – Consultation Document circulated to members.

10th May 2006 – LEZ discussed at quarterly BFQP meeting.

May 2006 BFQP response prepared.

BFQP’s Response to Proposed Low Emission Zone

In principle the BFQP supports the introduction of a low emission zone in London however would recommend that changes to the detail of the scheme be incorporated to reduce the cost and impact on small businesses inline with the consultation response from the Freight Transport Association.

Extracts from the 10th May 2006 BFQP meeting notes are as follows-

1. The partnership would see value in the freight industry responding to this proposal collectively. That is the FTA and RHA plus other affected vehicle operator organisations responding with an agreed reply to the proposal if possible.

2. Public sector agreement is also difficult on this issue. London Boroughs that are Air Quality Management Areas have additional responsibilities.

3. Vehicle operators would like to see some form of incentive in the scheme for Euro IV compliance and a low level of penalty in the first year of operation to ease the financial impact particularly on small businesses.

4. Much discussion has taken place in relation to a Responsible Freight Operators Recognition Scheme. The LEZ could be included in such a scheme and provide focus for encouraging many other areas of best practice in freight operations.

5. The Freight Transport Association representing approximately half of the freight industry has responded in support of the scheme provided that a rolling vehicle age based scheme is adopted in place of the proposed four-year scheme. It is proposed that the BFQP should in principal support the FTA proposal. It can be accessed via the website www.fta.co.uk (see extract below)

The FTA, with broad support from its industry partners, proposes a rolling age based scheme, with an 8 year limit for HGV’s and a higher age limit for vans, buses and coaches which will take the most polluting vehicles out of circulation first-eventually cars should be included also.
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